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A new flagship inititiative 
launched under the Europe 2020 
Strategy addresses the key issue 
of resource efficiency. The current 
rate of resource use in the EU is 
unsustainable and there is a need 
for a long-term policy framework 
to address this.

Technological improvements, 
transitions in energy, industrial, 
agricultural and transport 
systems, and changes in producer 
and consumer behaviour  are all 
essential parts of the policy.

 More information...

New EU rules are set to apply 
to the labelling of hazardous  
substances in construction  
products. Products used in the 
construction will be required to 
carry a label indicating if they 
contain substances classified as 
hazardous under REACH. 

The European Parliament voted 
to approve the changes on 18 
January, following agreement 
with the Council. The main 
provisions of the Regulation are 
expected to come into force in 
2013, to allow time for market 
adaptation. 

More information...

Since the publication of 
the Belgian SPP Guide in 
2008, have you observed 
how it is being used by 
purchasers? 

From the site statistics, we know that 3,355 
new visitors consulted the site during the 
last six months of 2010, of which 62% were 
from Belgium, 17% from France, 4% from 
the Netherlands and 3% from Germany. To 
date we have only individual examples of 
how the Guide is used in tenders, but further 
monitoring of this will be undertaken in 2011.

What key challenges do you see for SPP/GPP 
in Belgium?
The latest stakeholder consultations on several 
product groups have uncovered growing 

Public consultation on the EU Procurement Directives
On 27 January the European Commission 
launched a public consultation on the 
modernisation of EU public procurement 
policy. A Green Paper was published 
identifying areas for potential reform and 
inviting comments on 114 specific questions. 
Responses can be submitted until 18 April 
and will inform the draft legislative proposals 
to be put forward by the Commission.
 
One of the two main objectives cited in the 
Green Paper is to allow the better use of 
public procurement in support of common 
societal goals, including environmental 
protection and fighting climate change. 
The section on “Strategic Use of Public 
Procurement in Response to New Challenges” 
raises questions of how and what to buy, in 
order to pursue these goals effectively. 

The current rules on technical specifications, 
selection and award criteria, and contract 
performance clauses are being examined, as is 
the choice of procedures and the possibility to 

Sustainable procurement developments in Belgium 

private sector interest. We do not know yet if 
this just anticipates government demand for 
sustainable products and services, or if it may 
result in the creation of further green labels, 
sectoral agreements or the promotion of 
existing environmental management systems. 
It is a challenging field but we expect further 
developments soon. 

Could you comment on progress towards 
GPP/SPP targets? 
We welcome the initiative from the European 
Commission to monitor the uptake of the 
common GPP criteria in the 27 Member States 
in 2011. Recently, the Belgian local, regional 
and federal levels organised themselves to 
respond to the Commission’s proposal in an 
optimal way. This is also an opportunity to 
harmonise further GPP initiatives. We hope to 
have some clear information on the uptake 
level by the end of 2011.

Zoom in on…product 
labelling

Zoom in on... a new policy

verify requirements throughout the supply chain. 
Public authorities with experience in green 
and sustainable procurement will be 
familiar with the challenge of complying 
with EU procurement rules. In some cases, 
uncertainty surrounding the rules may make 
purchasers refrain from including criteria 
such as environmental requirements in the 
procurement process. In other cases, the 
Directives may not offer suitable procedures 
or flexibility. The public consultation is an 
opportunity to examine these issues.

Submissions can address some or all of the 
questions raised and will be published on DG 
Internal Market’s website where the Green 
Paper is also available. 

Interview with Jo Versteven, 
Belgian Sustainable 
Development Ministry
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http://ec.europa.eu/resource-efficient-europe/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/reach/reach_intro.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20110110IPR11481/html/Construction-products-new-rules-on-labelling-of-hazardous-substances
http://www.guidedesachatsdurables.be/
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/publicprocurement/modernising_rules/consultations/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/publicprocurement/modernising_rules/consultations/index_en.htm
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In 2004, Gipuzkoa’s Provincial Council approved the 
Programme of Action to Promote Sustainability in the inner 
workings of the Council. Implementation of the Programme 
is based on steps detailed in a number of Provincial Plans 
stemming from the Action Programme, including the Plan for 
Promoting Green Purchasing. The latter includes actions such 
as achieving leadership and political momentum, and defining 

a green purchasing policy with objectives and targets.

In 2008, a public tendering process for a three year framework contract for the supply of 
office information technology equipment for Gipuzkoa’s Provincial Council (Spain) and other 
autonomous or public bodies based in the province took place. Three companies were selected 
to supply 450 desktop computers, 300 monitors, 20 laptops, 20 light laptops and accessories.

To prepare the tender, Gipuzkoa’s Provincial Council used the GPP criteria developed by 
the Basque Environmental Management Authority of the Basque Government (ihobe). 
These are in line with the EU GPP Toolkit criteria for office IT equipment. Furthermore, 
a seminar with potential suppliers also took place to further define the criteria and to 
help send a clear signal to the market of the upcoming tender.

Download the GPP example here. 

GPP examplesZoom in on…an award

The European Institute of 
Public Administration is 
accepting entries for its 
biannual awards. The awards 
recognise achievements by 
public administrations and will 
be presented in Maastricht in 
November 2011.

Under the theme “Going Green: 
Concrete Solutions from the 
Public Sector” applications 
are invited from public 
authorities implementing 
ambitious approaches to green 
procurement, or other successful 
changes in their environmental 
management practices.

More information…

Zoom in on...a guide

Powering Bremen with renewable electricity

Greener IT Equipment in Gizpuzkoa

A public tender was published at EU level by the City of 
Bremen to cover the electricity requirements for a number of 
local public entities, including Bremerhaven Municipality. The 
initial contracting period was for two years, from January 2009 
to December 2010. This was then extended to the end of 2012.  
The contract is for the supply of 79 million kilowatt hours annually, 
with a total approximate cost of 7.5 million euro per annum.

Green procurement of electricity by the City of Bremen was done for the first time in 
July 2008 in accordance with the policy and concept provided by the German Federal 
Environment Agency. Bremen adopted this practice to provide benefits for the 
environment in terms of reduced CO2 emissions, foster the development of renewable 
energies, and allow the public sector to act as a model for other purchasers.

Market research was carried out prior to publishing the tender. Discussions were held 
with potential bidders and procurement strategies exchanged with other governmental 
agencies in order to define the terms of the tender.

Download the GPP example here.

Many public authorities 
pursue both green and socially 
responsible purchasing as part 
of a sustainable procurement 
policy. 

The extent to which factors 
such as fair wages, employment 
conditions and social inclusion 
can be taken into account in 
procurement are addressed in 
the Buying Social Guide recently 
published by the European 

Commission.

The aim of the guide is to illustrate 
to public authorities how they 
can take account of social issues 
in their buying if they wish to do 
so. The guide is also a means of 
achieving greater adherence to 
corporate social responsibility by 
economic operators.

More information…
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To read more GPP example, visit the GPP website.

http://www.ihobe.net/Paginas/Ficha.aspx?IdMenu=95390acd-6155-45cc-b339-1e2b3e4435ef
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue8_Example22_Gizpuzkoa_IT equipment.pdf
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